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DISCIPLES TAKE STRONG PEACE STAND AT RICHMOND 


The following peace resolution of the International Convention at Richmond, Virginia, is the 
pfirst such statement by a major religious body since the outbreak of war in Europe. 


"War on a large scale has again become a reality. Some of the members of this convention are 
peitizens of nations whose governments are now at war. All of us are faced with the necessity of 
pconfronting frankly the present implications of our past resolutions in which we have condemned 
war as & pagan and futile method for the solution of international disputes, and served notice 

o all concerned that we can never again bless or sanction another. 


"I. CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES IN WAR TIME 


"In this present crisis, we Disciples of Christ seek to maintain unswerving loyalty to our Lord, 
the Prince of Peace, and to be guided in our thinking and acting by our past commitments and by 
tthe following practical considerations: : 

1. In international conflict arises from a single, isolated incident; a war is always the 
rsutcome of long courses of action in which there are rights and wrongs on all sides. 

2. In times of war, customary sources of information are incomplete and unreliable, our news 
fis inevitably infected with the propaganda @& misrepresentation, half-truth and emotional appeal; 
Mit is therefore incumbent upon us to avoid hasty and ill-informed judgments. 

3. Christians dare not, under any circumstances, give way to hate, but must, without con- 
Pioning evil, retain at all times and toward all persons that attitude of active good will which 
Ms the essence of love. 

4k. Christians of all nations must accept their share of the blame for allowing and perpet- 

ating political and economic injustices which have led to war. 


"II. THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES 


"It is our considered judgment that the United States can make its greatest contribution to 

orld justice and brotherhood by remaining out of the present conflict of arms. Thus she may be 

Mn a better position to share her influence and resources in the building od a cooperative world 
border which can provide the basis for an impartial and genuine peace. 


"We are agreed that every executive and legislative precaution ought to be taken to keep the 
United States out of war. We are in favor of placing such limitations upon the credits, trade 
mand travel of citizens of the United States as may be necessary to prevent the occurrence of in- 
bcidents which might lead to their government's becoming involved in armed conflict. 


"We note with approval the manner in which certain business groups in the United States are 
bgoing on record as opposed to any false prosperity based upon the "Fool's Gold" of war profits. 
MAAt the same time, we are disquieted by the fact that our failure to alleviate unemployment and 
beconomic frustration is disposing many, against their better judgment and nobler sentiments, half 

nconsciously to look upon war as a means of escape from these problems. 


"III. THE RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE 


"as a free and democratic fellowship, the Disciples of Christ recognize the right of individ- 
als to follow their own consciences in matters of practical conduct. Inasmuch as convinced 
MChristian pacifists constitute an unpopular and misunderstood minority, we reaffirm at this time 
pour respect for them and their position, and pledge our assistance to any who may face persecu- 


tion or privation because of their pacifist convictions. 


9) "In order that Christian pacifists among us may have an opportunity to record their convictions 
as to participation in war, we urge that provision be made for an early enrollment of all consci- 
ellowship. We also recommend that the Department of Social Educa- 
United Christian Missionary Society begin immediately to confer 
ith the Friends and with other strongly peace-minded bodies of Christians with a view to deter- 
ning now the types of constructive, sacrificial service in which pacifists may engage. 


(Continued on bottom of page two) 


EXTENT OF BUSINESS RECOVERY IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1939 


the first 
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NET PROFITS AND LOSSES* 
2 Se ae en 


NUMBER First 6 months of-- 


COMPANIES 


CORPORATION GROUPS 


Kiel 6 ca ao 0 8 827 $1, 013,900,000 |$1,400,700,000 $395 ,600,000/$790,300,000 
Automobiles... . +++. 15 180,100,600 149,700,000 25,700,000] 124,800,000 
Automobile parts and accessories 43 36,100,000 41,400,000 5,900,000 22,400,000 


Aviation | so) siicl.s «1 «: «el ee 9 1,500,000 3,200,000 6,000,000 10,500,000 
Building supplies ....+.+- 28 21,400,000 38,100,000 4,200,000 16,900,000 
Chemicals and drugs. +++ +> 36 93,700,000 110,600,000 54,700,000 88,300,000 
Clothing and textiles ..... 26 10,200,000 16,900,000 8, 200,000 7,100,000 


Electrical equipment ....- 21 31,800,000 51,100,000 19,500,000 27,500,000 
Food and food products ... - 45 68,100,000 70,300,000 63,700,000 69,500,000 
Household equipment .....- 22 17,800,000 30,100,000 9,600,000 23,100,000 
Leather and shoes ......+ + 7 4,800,000 6,200,000 1,200,000 3,900,000 
Machinery and tools .....-. 47 23,800,000 38,900,000 12,300,000 13,300,000 
Phils Gp oo bo ane ooo 45 63,100,000 107,100,000 45,700,000 58,700,000 
Motion pictures and amusements. 7 13,300,000 20,200,000 13,000,000 15,100,000 
Office equipment ......-> 7 7,700,000 10,600,000 7,600,000 7,600,000 
Paper and paper products .. - 17 4,700,900 14,300,000 3,500,000 4,500,000 
PetroLeumesactistem sia i= ireiicit otis 33 111,400,000 164,300,000} 101,900,000 64,000,000 
Printing, publishing, advertising 8 6,700,000 6,500,000 2,800,000 3,900,000 
Public utilities (Net income) . 63 115,200,000 125,500,000] 105,600,000; 123,500,000 
Railroads, Class I (Net income) 140 23,100,000 38,900,000} 180,000,000 91,800,000 
Railroad equipment ......- 13 8,000,000 26,100,000 800,000 4,300,000 
Re bade trade mica ciisiisie< tenis 30 30,500,000 36,200,000 16,600,000 31,000,000 
Rubber and tires ....... 6 9,200,000 16,800,000 3,900,000 10,200,600 
StteollcmesMrsie-Mchl cn ciieins i eui sic: 25 48,300,000 141,400,000 16,400,000 23,300,000 
Telephone (Net operating income) 90 113,400,000 118,900,000] 102,800,000; 116,900,000 
Meppwrcneg 4 6 Go Sta 8 a ec 7 1,200,000 1,100,000 1,000,000 1,300,000 

6S XE Bud 6 tee 15,000,000 16,300,000 6,000,000 10,500,000 


* Losses in italic type. 


(Continued from page one) 
BAT Vite THE TASK OF THE CHURCHES IN A WORLD AT WAR 


"In all of our thinking and planning, we are strengthened by the sense of a growing community 
of felling on the part of all the religious forces of the world as regards their responsibility 
in matters relating to war and peace. As a constituent part of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America and of the World Council of Churches, we are happy to join with recent pro- 
nouncements of these bodies in urging upon our brotherhood that: 


"1. THE CHURCHES SHOULD give a primary concern to prayer that God may lead the nations to pur- 
sue the paths of justice, good will and peace. 
2. THE CHURCHES SHOULD exert themselves to the utmost to maintain their universal fellowship. 


3. THE CHURCHES SHOULD in these perilous days preach and practice the gospel of mutual for- 
bearance, forgiveness and reconciliation. 


4. THE CHURCHES SHOULD 


enter into the fellowshi of sufferi with the mil 
of the battle line who end : va on ae 


ure the privations and hardships of war. 
- ar een Rene Rae all forms of the propaganda of hatred, especially since the use 
ganda by o Cial church bodies or by minist 
Lee a ae y nisters, tends to give it authority and the 
6. ee CHURCHES SHOULD disentangle nationalism and the Christian religion. 
To CHURCHES SHOULD work, in such ways as are open to ‘them,to strengthen th will to peace 
COT a tt the spirit of vengeance and the lust for power 
. THE CHURCHES SHOUL t 
at ae D continue to stand for the settlement of international disputes by peace- 
9. THE CHURCHES SHOULD exercise vigil 
rR ioe ticols uchacraas.. Sitance to safeguard at all times fundamental civil and ream 
10. THE CHURCHES SHOULD encoura 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


Under the leadership of Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
Tuber, Disciple missionaries at Vigan, Ilocos 
sur, P.I., a Disciples of Christ national cred- 
-t union with 9 branches has been established 
mn connection with their missionary work. The 
nembership now numbers 425 and the share cap- 
‘tal amounts to more than 5,000 pesos at this 
time. Loans have been made totaling more than 
7,000 pesos. All this has been accomplished 
{n one year. The Hubers have written a book- 
let of ten lessons on credit unions to be used 
as a study course among the Philippine church- 
9B. Prior to going to the Islands Mr. Huber 
was pastor of the First Christian churcho 
frankfort, Indiana, where a flourishing credit 
wanion was established by them. 

HHH 
According to Associated Press dispatches, 
tthe general conference of the Mennonite Breth- 
rren Church of North America, in its sessions 
mf October, developed a plan which was submit- 
sted to President Roosevelt,whereby members of 
pthat traditionally pacifist communion would, 
Min event of war, accept alternative service in- 
sstead of bearing arms. The plan proposed that 
Mennonites undertake relief for war sufferers, 
preconstruction work,reclamation work, furlough 
sservice on farms, maintenance of refugee col- 
sonies and nursing under civil service as dif- 
fferentiated from military service. 
HHH 

Alfred P. Sloan, chairman of the board of 
“the General Motors Corporation, in a statement 
‘incorporated in the company's third quarter re- 
port, declared that "the belief that war is a 
yprofitable enterprise is entirely without any 
Ibasis of fact." He conceded that war stimu- 
lates a temporary prosperity, but added "irre- 
wspective of all the facts and circumstances, 
mallultimately lose. The destruction of wealth 
can never, in the last analysis, lead to a bet- 
‘ter order of things. A lower standard of liv- 
ing must result. Years of readjustment nec- 
vessarily follow the declaration of peace. ... 
It might be expected that General MOtors Corp. 
being a large producer in the field of trans- 
portation, might benefit by such a situation, 
even if others are not so favorably situated. 
Manifestly, complete facts are not yet avail- 
able. But it is reasonable to suppose, taking 
the business of the corporation as a whole - 
domestic and overseas - that while there might 
be gains in some directions, there will be los- 
ses in others. On the balance, it is problem- 
atical whether there will be any gain whatso- 
ever. And this is entirely aside from the fi- 
nal deflationary influence m the economy as a 
whole - the necessary final accounting." 

- Associated Press dispatches 

HE 

Investigations conducted by the Children's 
Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor reveal 
that motorvehicle drivers between the ages of 
16 and 18 have been found to be involved in a 
larger number of fatal accidents in proportion 
to the number of miles driven than any other 
age group. A study of fatal accidents in one 
state covering a 5-year period showed that the 
fgatal-accident rate for 16-year-old drivers 
¢28 nine times that of the 45 to 50-year-old 
group, which had the lowest rate.The rate for 
17-year-old drivers was six times that of the 
45 to 50-year-old group. The Bureau recently 
called a conference to consider having motor- 
vehicle driving by persons under 16 declared 
a hazardous occupation. 


CALIFORNIA CHURCH TAKES OFFICIAL PEACE STAND 


The following resolution was recently adopt- 
ed by the executive board of the First Chris- 
tian Church, Oakland, California. Copies of 
the resolution were sent to the President, two 
senators from California and to members of the 
House of Representatives of that district. 


"Resolved: war is unchristian, immoral and 
inhuman. We will resist every effort to send 
our young men to any war except in defense of 
the borders of the United States." 


Following President Roosevelt's nationwide 
broadcast, Sunday evening, September 3rd, the 
young peoples' department of the church, sent 
him the following telegram; 


"We congratulate you upon your stand for 
peace. We urge stiffening of the neutrality 
act, which to date has not been invoked as it 
should have been. We refuse to go to any war 
unless the borders of the United States are in- 
volved,which situation is impossible. Imper- 
idalism and dollars are not worth human lives." 


A note from Dr.E.Teylor Dykes, chairman of 
the board of elders and director of the young 
peoples' department, brings the information 
that the church is attempting to obtain pledges 
from its young people to have no part in any 
foreign war, regardless of the circumstances 
and suggests that such a campaign be carried 
on among our churches on a nationwide scale. 


This communication brings to the front a 
suggestion which comes fromother quarters that 
every church should take official action which 
will make it possible for any person who is 
conscientiously opposed to war on religious 
grounds to be so recorded upon the roll of the 
church am thus have the protection of the church 
in case such persons are called upon for mil- 
itary service. While no governmental action 
has been taken recognizing such a procedure, 
there is reason to hope that such an action 
might secure exemption from military service 
for religious conscientious objectors. 


JOBLESS LAUNCH CO-OP ENTERPRISE 


Unemployed menofthe National Project Work- 
ers Union at Storm Lake, 30 miles north of Se- 
attle, have a cooperative logging, woodcutting 
and farming enterprise, according to the Seat- 
tle Star of Sept.15,1939. In an effort to re- 


move unemployed men from relief rolls and make 


them independent workers again 560 acres have 
been obtained for the project. Camps will be 
established on the land and contracts will be 
made for delivery of firewood, logs, pulp wood . 
single bolts and other forest products. This 
effort of a labor union to solve the problems 
of its members must command the sympathetic at- 


tention of the church. 
JH 


A 60-hour week for household workers was 
found practical by a large majority of the 
members of the Women's City Club of New York 
City who gave it a six month's trial this year. 
Questionnaires circulated among the members 
showed that 84 per cent of those trying the 
hour schedule found that it would work. The 
majority employed one general household worker 
and, for them, the solution was for the employ- 
er to take over certain duties as her own re- 
sponsibility. (The Women Worker, Nov. ,1939) 


GERMAN BISHOP ON THE CHURCH IN WAR-TIME 


One of the sins of war is that under war con- 
ditions almostnothing is printed or circulated 
in any warring country that would lead people 
to suppose that the people of an enemy nation 
are possessed of the instincts of humanity, 
kindliness and consideration o9 that Christian 
virtues have any place in their thinking. There 
fore the following excerpt from a letter ad- 
dressed in September by Bishop D. Meiser of the 
Confessional Synod, to the clergy of Bavaria 
is a welcome variation from the usual routine 
of war news. "Word for Proclamation from the 
Pulpit" issued by the Nazi wing of the German 
church and summarized in Information Service 
of Oct. 28, 1939, concerns itself wholly with 
German nationalism, fails to recognize Chris- 
tians beyond the Reich and prays God's blessing 
on "Our armed forces on land, sea, and in the 
air" and upon "our Fuhrer, as thou hast shel- 
tered and blessed him in the past...." We are 
indebted to the International Christian Press 
and Information Service (Geneva) and to Infor- 
mation Service of the Federal Council. 


"We must be clear that at the present mo- 
ment, judged by human standards, our people are 
faced with a life and death decision. And so 
we have only one desire and one duty: to place 
ourselves at the disposal of our people, to 
serve them in all loyalty and devotion, and to 
shoulder their burdens, and by our whole being 
let it be known that we are inseparably link- 
ed with them in a fellowship of suffering. 


"At such a time the ministry which we have 
been ordered to perform takes on a special sig- 
nificance. It is the ministry of the healing 
word. It will not be so impetuously sought af- 
ter as at the outset of the Great War. Our 
congregations are today quieter and they hide 
their inner agitation. Nevertheless there is 
a& growing readiness to listen to the Word of 
God and He opens many doors which have hither- 
to been closed. Who will not wish to give of 
his best as he preaches, that those who list- 
en may not go away empty-handed? What shall 
we preach? Our duty cannot consist in taking 
sides on the political events of the day, or 
in repeating army reports. Certainly our preach- 
ing will be permeated with this great and grave 
experience of our time. We cannot preach as 
though 'nothing had happened'. But we cannot 
confine ourselves simply to the events of the 
heights of eternal thoughts, above the world. 
So we must base neither the active force of 
our preaching on the purely inner-worldly im- 
pulses, nor the force of our preaching on the 
current grounds for consolation, but rather 
both always on the pure source of the Gospel. 
We must not forget the note of repentance. God 
is only merciful to the penitent. Our peni- 
tence leads to forgiving and only forgiveness 
brings the strength to lead a new life. We must 
not forget that unloving condemnation of an- 
other s sin and criticism which takes upon it- 
self to judge, is not preaching repentance. 
Words must be weighed carefully so that there 
is no room for misinterpretation. Moreover we 
must not pass over in silence that fact that 
measured against God's holy commands we stand 
before Him with our manifold Sins and that we 
ought never to take his help for granted. 


"But let the testimony of God who on the 


cross of Jesus Christ showed forth Hig great 


compassion in the fac of our weakness and sins, 
who saves us even when He judges us, make us 
glad even as He troubles us, who gives us life 
even as He causes us to die, let this form the 


central thought of our preaching." c 


These are bold and forthright words fro 
this Bavarian Protestant Bishop. They are even 
bolder than they seem when read in the light 
of the fact that many confessional pastors are 
in prisons or in concentration camps. Every 
line of it takes issue with the Nazi concept 
of the supremacy of the state over the will of 
God in the life of the individual and over the 
church. It warns against preaching war hatreds; 
4t calls attention to the inner agitation of 
the people; it urges forgiveness; it calle fox 
repentance; it wars against harsh judgments; 
4t calls the people to God through the Cross. 


HOW THE NATIONAL INCOME IS SPENT 


The national income for the year 1935 - 36 
was approximately $59,300,000,000, according 
to figures released by the National Resources 
Board on November 6. Of this amount, approx- 
imately $17,000,000,000 was spent for. food, 
$9 ,500,000,000 for housing, $5,300,000,000 for 
household operations, approximately $5,300,000, 
000 for clothing, $3,800,000,000 for automo- 
biles, $2,200,000,000 personal gifts o contri- 
butions to churches and philanthropic organi- 
zations, $2,200,000,000 for medical care, $1,- 
600,000,000 for recreation, $900,000,000 for 
taxes, $500,000,000 for education, $500,000,000 
for reading matter, $1,000,000,000 for person- 
al care and $1,000,000,000 for tobacco. 


The Board estimates that ten per cent, or 
$5,930,000,000 wentinto savings. However, fig- 
ures show that the group with incomes above 
$1450 saved some $7,400,000,000,which indicates 
says the Board, that the group with incomes be- 
low this amount spent something over $1,400,- 
000,000 from their savings. 


Strangely enough, the press dispatches give 
no indication that the Board made any investi- 
gation of the annual expenditure for alcoholic 
liquors. On the basis of better than $1,000,- 
000,000 annually paid in federal, state, & lo- 
cal taxes it has been estimated that the annual 
'take' of the liquor industry from the pocket- 
books of the American people is in excessof 
$5,000,000,000. The NRB could render an impor- 
tant service by giving us dependable figures. 
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